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Introduction 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency in part-

nership with the Utah Department of Environmental 

Quality (UDEQ) is initiating a Preliminary Assess-

ment (PA) of historic mining sites in American Fork 

Canyon in the Wasatch Mountain Range in Utah 

County, Utah.   

 

What is a Preliminary Assessment? 

In 1980, Congress enacted the Comprehensive Envi-

ronmental Response, Compensation, and Liability 

Act (CERCLA), commonly known as Superfund, to 

respond to the threats posed by uncontrolled releases 

of hazardous substances into the environment. The 

EPA uses a structured site assessment process to 

evaluate these potential threats and prioritize them 

for the purpose of taking remedial action. The first 

step in this process is the PA.     

 

The purpose of the PA is to differentiate sites that 

pose little or no potential threat to human health and 

the environment from sites that need further investi-

gation and possible cleanup under CERCLA.  The 

PA also supports emergency response and removal 

activities, fulfills public information needs, and gen-

erally furnishes appropriate information about the site 

early in the site assessment process.  

 

The scope of the PA is defined in Section 420 of the 

National Oil and Hazardous Substances Pollution 

Contingency Plan (40 CFR Part 300), commonly 

known as the NCP. As the first stage of investigation 

conducted for every site, the PA is a relatively quick, 

low-cost compilation of existing information about 

the site and its surrounding area, with an emphasis on 

obtaining comprehensive information on targets -- 

that is, people and resources that might be threatened 

by a release from the site. A PA generally involves a 

reconnaissance of the site and its environs. Sampling 

is typically not conducted during a PA. 
 

Why is the EPA conducting this Preliminary As-

sessment? 

Sites come to the attention of EPA through a variety 

of methods, including reviewing records, reports and 

letters provided by states, local governments and con-

cerned citizens. This PA is being conducted in re-

sponse to multiple requests from a concerned citizen 

representing  Protect and Preserve American Fork 

Canyon (PPAFC). In these requests, PPAFC has ex-

pressed concerns about the impacts to public lands 

and waters from draining mine tunnels, potential 

mine pool blowouts and human exposure to surface 

waste. 

 

When will this Preliminary Assessment be com-

plete?  

Expected completion is by the fall of 2017. 

 

What happens after the PA is complete? 

In consultation with the UDEQ, information gathered 

during the PA will be used to decide whether addi-

tional CERCLA activities are warranted. Some possi-

ble outcomes include:  

 Referral to the EPA’s Removal program to evalu-

ate more urgent, smaller scale, threats.  

 Additional investigation under the site assess-

ment process to evaluate less urgent, larger scale, 

threats. This investigation is called the Site In-

spection. 

 No Further Remedial Action Planned (NFRAP) 

under CERCLA if the threat is found to be rela-

tively low.  File information for NFRAP sites is 

provided to the state, or other regulatory authori-

ties, which may also take action on their own. 

   

For more information, please contact the following 

EPA representatives: 

 

Ryan Dunham, EPA Site Assessment Manager, 303-312

-6627 / dunham.ryan@epa.gov 

 

 

Jennifer Chergo, EPA Public Affairs Specialist, 303-312

-6601 / chergo.jennifer@epa.gov 


