SNOWBIRD’S AFC STORY—MAY 2015

Since the early 70s, Snowbird Resort has been purchasing lands in upper American Fork Canyon, currently owning approx. 3,240 acres.  In 1999 Snowbird built its first ski lift in Mineral Basin in upper AFC and 2 years later added another lift, linking Snowbird to Alta Resort.  Both lift facilities and ski runs are on Snowbird property.  About this same time, Snowbird, along with the Forest Service and Trout Unlimited, did a major, award winning, mine reclamation project at the Pacific Mine in AFC, resulting in a significant reduction in toxic minerals in our drinking water.   Another smaller scale project at the Yankee Mine was completed two years later, again resulting in cleaner water in AFC.   
 3 years ago we were approached by a group of community leaders from Utah County about the possibility of a connection to Snowbird from American Fork Canyon.  This group felt that the Utah County community would benefit from a link to Snowbird that would provide our growing community access to  sustainable, year round recreation opportunities. These activities would include access to hiking trails, mountain biking, scenic rides, and world class skiing and snowboarding at Snowbird and Alta resorts.  
Early in this process, several questions and issues were identified that would need to be resolved: 
1)  Providing adequate transportation in a busy, narrow canyon  
2) Preserving important watershed and wildlife areas  
3) Developing a plan that does not impact or conflict with current uses, such as motorized,  equestrian, hiking, climbing, camping, fishing and backcountry uses.    
Over the past 2 years, we have met with several user groups, conducted surveys, held community meetings and developed some basic thoughts on a plan to achieve these goals.  
1)  Transportation: Utilize park and ride lots in several valley locations.  Use small UTA busses for shuttles to AFC destinations.  Encourage use of bus transit by providing subsidized service to Timpanogos Cave, Alpine Loop Scenic Byway, Sundance and Snowbird site.  Charge a parking fee at these destinations to encourage use of busses and help offset bus transit costs.  Add an uphill bike lane in AFC as has been done in the Cottonwood Canyons.
2) Establish a “transit corridor” in AFC from above the Granite Flat area to Snowbird’s private property on the south side of Mary Ellen Gulch to connect to Snowbird/Alta resorts.

3) In exchange for this “transit corridor” and area above Granite Flat, which are Federal Lands, Snowbird will trade up to 500 acres of its private property located in the Miller Hill area in AFC.  This potentially developable site is currently a highly valued watershed and wildlife conservation area.   Thru this exchange, Snowbird would commit to no resort development or associated ski lifts on this property.  
4) Snowbird supports existing, legal motorized uses in AFC and supports improvements to motorized facilities as necessary.  AFC has approximately 50,000 acres of federally designated and protected Wilderness and Roadless areas and Snowbird supports the continued uses of these protected areas for hiking and other backcountry uses.
5) Snowbird would propose to limit upper mountain facilities (on Snowbird Property or Special Use Permit) to those necessary for public safety with limited amenities:  Bathrooms, limited food and beverage operations, warming shelters, staff facility, small retail.  Limit ski lifts, ski runs, hiking, mountain biking trails to Snowbird’s private property or areas within Snowbird’s Forest Service permit area.  Snowbird will work with the Forest Service to add additional hiking, biking or equestrian trails outside private property areas if desired.
