
PUBLIC HEARING TO DISCUSS A CHANGE IN THE EXISTING BOUNDARY LINE

BETWEEN UTAH COUNTY AND SALT LAKE COUNTY

AMBER ROOM AT THANKSGIVING POINT, DINOSAUR BUILDING

3003 NORTH THANKSGIVING WAY, LEHI, UTAH

April 7, 2003 - 1:00 PM

PRESENT: Gary R. Herbert, Utah County Commission Chair

Steve White, Utah County Commission Vice-chair

Jerry D. Grover, Utah County Commissioner

Michael Jensen, Salt Lake Council Chair

Marv Hendrickson, Salt Lake County Council

Courtlund Ashton, Salt Lake County Council

David Wilde, Salt Lake County Council

Steve Harmsen, Salt Lake County Council

Jeff Daugherty, Salt Lake County Planning and Development

Kent Sundberg, Utah County Attorney

Karl Hendrickson, Salt Lake County District Attorney

Clyde Naylor, Utah County Engineer/Surveyor

Vaughn Butler, Salt Lake County Surveyor

Reid Demman, Salt Lake County Surveyor 

Tom Roach, Salt Lake County Planning

Jerry Giles, Snowbird Corporation

Gavin Noyes, Save Our Canyons

Mark Eddington, the Salt Lake Tribune

Sharon Haddock, Deseret News

Linda Strickland, Commission/Deputy Clerk

Councilman Michael Jensen called the meeting to order at 1:20 PM and welcomed those present.

Commissioner Gary Herbert explained the Public Hearing came about as the result of a request from Mayor

Nancy Workman.

Karl Hendrickson explained the statute that allows a county  boundary change.  Subsequent to a

constitutional amendment providing for a simplified of changing county boundaries which is Article 11,

Section 3 which provides that counties sharing a common boundary may through the county legislative

bodies, make a minor adjustment as defined by statute to the common boundary.  That constitutional

provision was implemented in Utah Code Section 17-2-13 which became effective after the passage of the

constitutional amendment.  He added, essentially it provides that a minor adjustment is an adjustment of no

more than 1000 feet from the existing county boundary and that it requires a number of steps to implement

that change.  The first is the joint public hearing;  notice to the property owners as well as the counties that

are affected by the change; and finally adoption of a joint resolution approved by both county legislative

bodies for the boundary adjustment which sets out the new boundary for each county and provides an

effective date for the boundary adjustment .  After the resolution is approved, it is transmitted to the Lt.

Governor’s Office with a new legal description for implementation. The Lt. Governor will issue certification

for a boundary change at that point.  

Council Jensen noted, for the record, that those who were in attendance consisted of himself, Council

Members Marv Hendrickson, Courtland Ashton, David Wilde, and Steve Harmsen from Salt Lake County;

and Commissioner Members Gary Herbert, Jerry Grover and Steve White from Utah County.  He stated

notice of the public hearing was published in both the Salt Lake Tribune and the Deseret News on March

6, 13, 20 and 27, 2003.  



JOINT PUBLIC HEARING BETWEEN

UTAH COUNTY AND SALT LAKE COUNTY

MINUTES - April 7, 2003

Page 2

Jeff Daugherty stated about 2 years ago the Snowbird Corporation received approval from the Forest Service

to erect a structure in the Hidden Peak area at the top of Mineral Basin.  In doing so, the location of the

structure was unintentionally designed so that it straddled the county line. In discussing the situation with

Utah County, it was determined that the best way to address this was to proceed with a boundary line change

instead of an interlocal agreement as it would provide a cleaner, more permanent solution to problems of

jurisdiction, such as building permits, property taxation, governmental services, etc.  Mr. Daugherty

presented a map  indicating the current boundary line and the proposed amended boundary line.   He

continued, historically the boundary lines were drawn on a hydrological basis.   Now the proposal is to move

the line approximately 140 feet lineally.  This runs parallel to the Mineral Basin express lift and then

proceeds down a roadway in the area.

Commissioner Herbert asked what the actual square footage would be.  Clyde Naylor replied it is .48 of an

acre.   The question was raised  about a small building on the map and Councilman Jensen explained this is

part of the Mineral Basin ski lift which will remain in Utah County.  Gavin Noyes asked about the

hydrological boundary and which direction the water runs now.  Councilman Jensen explained about 30 years

ago that area was bladed off to accommodate the tram and they have information which indicates the exact

location of the hydrological boundary.  Both county surveyors have reviewed the Snowbird survey and both

feel comfortable with the survey.  Councilman Ashton asked if the hydrological lines are the same as on the

map and Mr. Daugherty replied the map attached to the survey is the most recent.  Commissioner Jensen then

opened the hearing to the public.

Jerry Giles, Snowbird Ski Resort, PO Box 929000, Snowbird, Utah, 84092 then spoke.  He agreed with Mr.

Daugherty that the reasons for trying to clean up the site and put it into one county is for fire and police

protection, building permits, inspections, health issues, etc.  It would be more operational to deal with one

government entity.

Gavin Noyes, representing “Save Our Canyons” expressed his understanding that an interlocal agreement

had already been completed for all of Mineral Basin whereby Salt Lake County has already agreed to provide

all the services for the area.  Councilman Jensen said the council had raised the same question, but research

had yielded no such document.  Commissioner Grover stated said an agreement was part of the approval

process on the Utah County side, but understanding that Snowbird had no authority to enter into such a

contract, Utah County has only a basic agreement to provide search and rescue services.  The county is

currently on working on  a new agreement that will provide more clarity.  This was not part of a boundary

line agreement, but more of an agreement for the lifts in Mineral Basin.  Mr. Noyes expressed his concerns

that not enough notice was given for this meeting considering the public nature of the issue.  He commented

that the Hidden Peaks issue had generated a great deal of public input and believed more people should be

involved with this matter.  He said a Salt Lake Tribune article questioned the legitimacy of this meeting and

thought it would be postponed. Clearly it is not being postponed as there is a quorum on both sides that

appear ready to make a decision.  He felt the whole thing should be investigated before a decision was made.

Councilman Jensen said there was a mis-communication between the Salt Lake County Council and the

Mayor’s Office; however, the public hearing was appropriately published as required by the law. He added.

that in fact, these publications were not required as long as the agenda was forwarded to the media and the

notice was posted on the bulletin board at the County Complex.  Mr. Noyes noted the part of the property

that is located in Utah County sits in the Critical Environmental Zone.  Several years ago Salt Lake County

requested a zoning change from Utah County for restrooms, food service facilities and ski lifts and only ski

lifts were approved.  He believed there was specific language prohibiting restrooms from being constructed

in the C-E Zone so that is an issue that should be addressed.  He reiterated this is a “big deal” with a lot of

public concern and should have more public input in order to be done correctly.  Councilman Hendrickson
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commented that a lot of these factors will be considered when it comes time for building permits.

Commissioner Grover indicated a conditional use permit was given at that time that did not change the zone

in Utah County.  Kent Sundberg noted that on March 4,2003  the Utah County Commission took action to

set this public hearing and also adopted an order calling for a special meeting of the Utah County

Commission. The media was present at that time.  This was in addition to the four publications that were

required. Mr. Noyes said he can’t verify that the law was followed and will certainly look into that; however,

based on the number of people in the room it’s obvious that people did not know about the hearing.  He

requested that the meeting be postponed.    He continued,  this is part of a trend that has taken place through

the entire process with Snowbird and he believes this is the most contentious thing going on in the canyon

right now.  

Commissioner Herbert stated the Utah County Commission would like to continue their portion of the public

hearing if possible.  Kent Sundberg said they would need to close the joint public hearing and bifurcate the

public hearing and continue in the respective counties. 

Councilman David Wilde made the motion to close the Joint Public Hearing

to discuss a change in the existing boundary line between Utah County and Salt

Lake County in the Mineral Basin Area on Snowbird Resort property.  The

motion was seconded by Commissioner Steve White and passed unanimously.

Commissioner Herbert then recommended that the Utah County Commission continue the public hearing to

their regularly scheduled commission meeting.

Commissioner Grover made the motion of behalf of Utah County to continue

the public hearing to discuss the existing boundary line between Utah County

and Salt Lake County to the April 29, 2003 meeting.  The motion was seconded

by Commissioner White and passed unanimously.

Councilman Jensen recommended that the Salt Lake Council also continue the public hearing.

Councilman Wilde made the motion on behalf of Salt Lake County to continue

the public hearing to discuss the existing boundary line between Utah County

and Salt Lake County to the April 29, 2003 meeting.   The motion was

seconded by Councilman Hendrickson and passed unanimously.

There being no further business nor public comments, the meeting adjourned at 1:50 PM.   The minutes of

the April 7, 2003 joint public hearing were read and approved as transcribed.

____________________________

Gary R. Herbert, Chair

Utah County Commission

ATTEST:

_______________________________

Kim Jackson

Utah County Clerk-Auditor
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____________________________

Michael Jensen, Chair

Salt Lake County Council

ATTEST:

______________________________

COPIES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

REPORTED BY: Linda Strickland

                            Utah County Commission/Deputy Clerk


