
 1 

THE ADVENTURES OF 
GEORGE TYNG 

 
by 

Dale W Adams1 
July 30, 2008 

    
 

The small basin in the top of the Wasatch Mountains is snow covered most of 

the year. Mother Nature has gradually re-populated the hills with pines and 
quaking aspen after axes and saws over a hundred years ago harvested many of 
the trees in the area.  Wild flowers add splashes of color to the meadows and 
hillsides as the snow retreats.   A few mine tailings and the remnants of several 
primitive roads are the only remaining signs that this was once a bustling mining 
locale.  Aside from an occasional hunter and a few adventurous four-wheeling 
devotees few people visit this spot at the head of American Fork Canyon.   Those 
who endure the rough three-mile ride up Miller Hill from the old Pacific Mine 
usually pause for a few moments to wonder about a small rectangular white-
picket fence near a spot overlooking scenic Mineral Basin.   Nearby, a weathered 
wooden plaque simply states that George Tyng, newspaperman, businessman & 
miner died here January 19, 1906 in an avalanche. 

Tyng‟s life story and the reasons for his grave being situated in such a 

remote location could provide material for several adventure movies. 

 
The Beginning 

Remarkable individuals often come from interesting families. Such was the case 

for George Tyng who saw his first light of day in Newburyport, Massachusetts on 
May 12, 1842.  He grew to exhibit characteristics of his enterprising father, 
Charles Tyng.   Both made friends easily, were adventurous, and had skimpy 
heads of hair.  At the tender age of thirteen George‟s father made his first voyage 
to China.  Additional trips to the Orient were followed by stops in numerous ports 
in the Caribbean and in Europe.  On one voyage he purchased a supposed 

mermaid mummy and on other trips delivered opium to Canton. (Charles Tyng, p. 94)   
He survived violent storms, ship wrecks, mutinies, and came within a whisker of 
succumbing to cholera.  Charles became ship captain at a young age and later 
owned several vessels before becoming a merchant-trader in Havana, Cuba.  

                                                      
1
 Staff at the Utah State Historical Center and the Victoria Regional History Center, Victoria 

College/ UH-Victoria Library, Victoria, Texas provided information and pictures used in this paper.  
Beth Olsen and Alan Walker also supplied material for the article.  Michele Adams was kind 
enough to chase down split infinitives and dangling participles. 



 2 

Sugar, molasses, tobacco, rice, wine, and even guano were some of the cargo 
handled by Charles.2  

 
 

Charles Tyng 

Havana was the Tyngs‟ home for most of three decades, so Charles‟ 

children spoke Spanish.  His wife, Anna Amelia McAlpine, was well educated and 
became a surgeon‟s assistant.  His oldest son, Charles Dudley, who studied to 
be an engineer, was an underwriter‟s agent in Havana. He then served in the 
Foreign Service in Spain.  Daughter Anita Elena became one of few female 
physicians in the U.S. (Anthony of Padua)   Son George, in turn, did a variety of things, 
but made his largest marks as a trouble shooter and as a mining 
engineer/geologist. 

Given the eclectic nature of his family, it is understandable that George 

developed a wander lust.  After attending Drummond Academy in Byfield, 
Massachusetts, he hopped a freighter at the age of fourteen with a friend and 
landed in Hamburg, Germany.3  One author claimed he ran away, but his later 
actions suggest his parting was amicable, possibly with the support of his father 
and encouragement from his uncle, William McAlpine, who was an engineer. 
(Lane, Tyng)  One associate remembered Tyng saying he studied in Heidelberg and 
then in Edinburgh, Scotland where he majored in engineering and geology. (Hanks, 

1944, p. 62; Tyng, p. xvii)  Later in life George was said to speak several foreign 
languages, including German, Spanish, and possibly some French and 
Portuguese. 

The United States was ending a bloody civil war about the time George 

completed his European schooling and returned to Cuba where his father had 

business interests. (Anthony of Padua, p. 96)
4  He didn‟t tarry long there before going to 

New York, and then on to Arizona Territories in about 1866-67.  Nearly forty 
years later one of his employees remembered Tyng saying he worked for British 
investors prospecting in Mexico and South America, including the Amazon Basin. 
                                                      
2
 One of the vessels that Tyng chartered, the schooner Catharine, was impounded by the British 

for being a slaver (The Sun, October 14, 1839). 
3
The academy, founded in 1763, was the nation‟s first independent boarding school.  It was 

named after a former governor, and students were called drummers. 
4
 George‟s elder brother, Charles, was born in Havana in 1836. 
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(Hanks, 1944, p. 73)  Some of this may have been done before or soon after Tyng 
moved to the Southwest.5 

Arizona 

Arizona Territory was a rough place in the 1860-70s.  Angry Indians, numerous 

outlaws, and feckless lawmen made living there problematic.   Dodging bullets, 
keeping ones‟ scalp, and prospecting for gold and silver were major pastimes.  
Before Tyng arrived, Kit Carson and the army had suppressed the Navajos in the 
eastern part of the Territory, but the Yavapai and Apaches in the western part still 
harassed miners and settlers. (Sides, Ruland-Thorne)  The Indian wars in Arizona 
persisted until the early 1880s and were accompanied by widespread banditry.  
The famous gunfight at the OK Corral happened in 1881, but it typified the 
lawlessness that infected the territory earlier. 

 In Tucson Tyng was associated with Richard C. McCormick who was the 

territorial governor (1866-1868), a newspaper editor, and also a mining investor. 
(Arizona Miner, December 24, 1874)  The Governor owned farm land and mineral properties 
in Mexico, and Tyng may have prospected there for him, or possibly his work 
south of the border was financed by British investors, or a combination of both.  
During most of his adult life Tyng was involved in more than one enterprise or 
occupation at a time. 

 

 
 

Richard C. McCormick 

 Between prospecting trips Tyng tarried in Santa Barbara, California and 

married a local woman.   He may have gone there to recover from illness -- 
possibly malaria or dysentery -- that he contracted in Mexico or in the Amazon 
Basin.  At the age of 27 he married Elena Anita Carrillo Thompson on July 15, 
1869.6  Her mother was from old Spanish stock and her father was Alpheus 
Thompson who came to California in 1825.  He previously was a Maine sea 
captain, later a trader in California, and perhaps an acquaintance of George‟s 
father.   
 

Yuma 
                                                      
5
 Tyng may have also visited Argentina while working in Latin America (Lane, p. 6). 

6
 The marriage record, entry number 667, is in the Santa Barbara Mission Archive Library, Santa 

Barbara, California. 
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 The village at the confluence of the Gila and Colorado Rivers was first 

named Colorado City, then Arizona City, before being called Yuma.  It became 
part of the United States in 1854 through the Gadsden Purchase, and was a 
major river crossing for early migrants to southern California.  This included 
General Kearny and his bedraggled troops – and later the Mormon Battalion -- 
who helped snatch California for the U.S. in 1846.  The discovery of gold along 
the Gila River in 1858 brought permanent residents and riverboat service to the 
community.7  A military post and overland travelers later stimulated the town‟s 
growth.  One Eastern reporter who visited Yuma in 1872 called it the hottest 
place in the world.  He went on to tell his readers that the heat caused the locals 
to speak in short sentences, the most typical example being “Yes, I‟ll have a 
drink!” 
 

 
 

Colorado River Steamboat 

 George may have been drawn to Yuma by short-lived gold strikes along 

the Gila River.  Or, he may have gone there because of a job as deputy collector 
of taxes, possibly given to him soon after he arrived in Arizona.8  This position 
involved collecting fees from distilleries, breweries, and cigar- and tobacco-
makers in Yuma County.  At the time, Yuma County was one of only four 
counties in the Territory.  Later, Tyng also served as county clerk before filling an 
unexpired term as sheriff.  (Lane, p. 2)   

 In about 1871 the family moved to Yuma and occupied a house at what is 

now 228 Madison Avenue.9  George was appointed deputy to U.S. Marshall 
Isaac Q. Dickson a year later.10  This was a position he concurrently held, for at 
least a time, with being sheriff of Yuma County.  One of his accomplishments 
was arresting individuals who sold liquor to Indians. (Ball, p. 76) 
                                                      
7
 Steamboat service ran from the mouth of the Colorado River up to where Laughlin, Nevada is 

currently located. 
8
 Thomas Cordis Papers, 1864-1903, Arizona History Library, Tucson, Arizona. 

9
 He moved his family to Yuma sometime after his first son, Charles, was born in Santa Barbara 

on May 18, 1870.  His purchase of the property was recorded on April 22, 1871. 
10

 At the time, the marshal had two deputies.  Usually a deputy or marshal worked in one of the 
three population centers in Arizona: Tucson-Tuboc, around Yuma, and the Prescott-Wickenberg 
area. 
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 Being sheriff was dangerous.  Before Tyng took the position on 

November 6, 1871, two sheriffs had been killed in the line of duty: Cornelius 
Sage in 1865 and James T. Dana in 1871.  Violence, robbery, and killings 
plagued the county.  On accepting the badge, George said “he was determined 
to conduct his office with promptness and efficiency, for it had not been so done 
by his predecessors.11  Since lawmen were poorly paid, he pursued 
supplemental activities for a year-and-a-half before resigning his position as 
sheriff on May 3, 1873.  One of these activities included contracting to supply 
cattle to the military post near Yuma in July 1872. (Ball, p. 72)  

 Tyng handled his law duties with some humor.  He was working upriver in 

the village of Ehrenburg when he received a warrant from Arizona City (Yuma) to 
arrest an unnamed suspect for allegedly swiping a coat from a man named 
Bryson.  The following is his arrest report:    
 

Received the Within Process Arizona City, Jan. 1873 and served same by 
arresting defendant at Ehrenberg, A.T. Jan. 31, 1873, but as defendant 
had no money and I was broke myself and the county don‟t pay cash in 
advance, and no steamboat around and no calaboose here and defendant 
wouldn‟t walk down to Yuma all alone by himself and I wouldn‟t walk down 
with him and as he wouldn‟t stay arrested unless I boarded him which I 
had no money to do, and as he give up the coat (value 45 cents currency 
– estimated) and said he never stole it but Bryson gave it to him in 
presence of witnesses and that Bryson was a damned liar anyhow and not 
knowing what to do with him, I did nothing more to him up to date beyond 
giving him excellent moral  advice, which he assured me was entirely 
unnecessary in his case, his life having been blameless and his reputation 
spotless as he could prove by the best men in Nevada and Idaho but have 
allowed him to run at large until a more favorable season when a 
steamboat happens to be here, and will take scrip for his passage to 
Yuma and present the bill to Supervisors themselves, which is nearly all I 
have done toward serving Within Process, though I would make return of 
the balance were this process bigger on the back. 

 
“Fees – balance of what coat sells for after paying justice fees.” George 
Tyng, Sheriff Yuma Co., Arizona. (Prosser) 

  Like the sheriffs who preceded him, George combined his official duties 

with mining.  During the 1870s he prospected mostly in Arizona where he 
acquired mining interests in at least three areas in the southwest part of the 
territory.  One area was the Myers District in what is now Maricopa County, about 
40 miles south of Gila Bend.  A second area was in the Castle Dome Mountains 
30 miles northeast of Yuma.  Still another was the Silver District between 

                                                      
11

Tucson Daily Citizen, March 14, 1903. (This was a reprint of an article published in the 
paper 30 years earlier). 
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Ehrenberg and Prescott. Instead of actually digging for minerals, Tyng mostly 
evaluated existing mines and claims for possible investment.12   

U.S. Marshall 

 Connections with Governor McCormick led to Tyng‟s appointment as 

U.S. Marshall for Arizona on January 13, 1874, about seven months after leaving 
his Yuma County sheriff job.  He was confirmed by the U. S. Senate on January 
30, 1874. (New York Times, January 31, 1874, p. 4)  George was Marshall for less than a year 
before being replaced by Francis H. Goodwin, the person who earlier succeeded 
him as Yuma Sheriff.13  The two U. S. Marshals who immediately preceded Tyng, 
Edward Phelps and Isaac Dickson, left the office in disarray and in disgrace.  
Both spent most of their time in mining ventures, and both left the state without 
resigning and under malfeasance clouds.   The office was vacant for six month 
before Tyng took the job.  He apparently enjoyed law enforcement.  Recognizing 
he would not be reappointed as U. S. Marshall, he ran for Yuma Sheriff in the fall 
election of 1874 but lost by a wide margin to two other candidates. (Arizona Miner, 

December 24, 1874)   Voters may have thought he spent too much time on mining 
ventures to be an effective sheriff again. 

 In the latter part of 1874 Tyng‟s parents and his sister, 

Dr. Anita Tyng, arrived from New England to spend the winter in the warm climes 
of the southwest.  A newspaper article reported that “George, who is the only 
honest U. S. Marshall Arizona has ever had, will be glad to greet them.” (Arizona 

Miner, October 9, 1874)  
 

Ehrenburg 

 While County Sheriff, Tyng took a job with the mercantile firm of William 

B. Hooper and Company in Ehrenburg, a small community north of Yuma on the 
Colorado River. (Ball, p. 72)  It was a dusty village with about 500 inhabitants who 
lived in brush and adobe dwellings.  Nearby mining, a river crossing to California, 
and a steamship landing supported the town‟s businesses.  Senator Barry 
Goldwater‟s grandfather, Mike Goldwater, owned a store and warehouse there at 
the time.  Tyng lived in Ehrenburg without his family, worked in the store, and 
explored investment possibilities in the Silver District between Ehrenberg and 
Prescott.14 

 George frequented Prescott, twice the capital of the territory.  Governor 

McCormick founded the first newspaper in Arizona there, the Arizona Miner, in 
1864.  McCormick later moved to Tucson and started another newspaper called 
the Arizona Citizen in 1870.  The offices of the Miner were damaged by fire on 
June 16, 1874.  (Arizona Miner, July 3, 1874)  Several people, including Tyng, donated 
money to help repair the damages.  

                                                      
12

 In 1875 Tyng became a member of the San Francisco Stock Board.  Arizona Miner, July 23, 
1875. 
13

 Goodwin became U.S. Marshall on December 23, 1874. 
14

 A newspaper article mentioned that Tyng was in Yuma to see his family off to California for a 
month or so before returning to Ehrenberg.  Arizona Miner, June 12, 1874  
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 Among his other activities Tyng was appointed Yuma County Recorder 

on November 22, 1876, a task he soon combined with editing a newspaper. 
 

Newspaper 

 Tyng showed the breadth of his interests by purchasing the Yuma 

Sentinel in January 1877, a property he owned until selling it in January 1880 
under the name Arizona Sentinel to J. Flecher Knapp. (Arizona Weekly Star, January 22, 

1880)  Few numbers of the paper survived, but it was known for accurate and 
unbiased coverage of Indian and military affairs, as well as for being politically 
independent.  On starting the newspaper George was quoted as saying, “I shall 
not step one inch out of my way to seek quarrels, nor will I step one inch out to 
escape them.” (The Arizona Weekly Miner, January 19, 1877)  He was affable but tenacious. 

 One way editors promoted sales of their papers was to spar with other 

newspaper editors.  George had one such verbal bout with the editor of the San 
Luis Obispo Tribune who had written derogatory articles about Arizona. (Love 2002)  
After reading one of these jabs at Arizona, Tyng fired back that the California 
editor knew little about Arizona and had been only as far as the Colorado River, 
where he got drunk. 

Later Tyng learned the reason for the Tribune editor‟s grievance with 

Arizona.  In an August 4, 1877 article in the Sentinel, George described how the 
editor and some of his California friends were conned by a man named A.  M. 
Womble.   The editor and his gullible friends were involved in Spiritualism, as 
was Womble, supposedly.  Womble convinced the group that he could 
communicate with the dead and had discovered a rich gold mine through that 
gift.  He produced a large chunk of quartz laced with gold to prove he had been 
to the mine in southern Arizona.  The conned group spent $8,000 buying a share 
of Womble‟s “mine” and purchasing equipment for a trip to see their supposed 
bonanza.  Womble, accompanying the group only as far as Ft. McDowell, said he 
was nearly killed by Apaches during his last visit to the mine and was afraid to go 
further.  You can guess the rest.  Womble‟s map to the supposed mine led the 
group nowhere, and Womble disappeared.  Tyng concluded his article by saying 
this scam was the reason for the editor being sour on Arizona. 

 Tyng wasn‟t entirely chauvinistic about Arizona.  Soon after buying the 

paper, he feuded with a popular politician, King Sam Woolsey, who was 
president of the upper house of the territorial legislature. (Love 2006)  Woolsey 
gained fame by helping to kill nineteen (some say as many as thirty) Apaches at 
what was called the “Pinole Treaty” gathering.  The feud began when Woolsey 
wrote a letter to the Prescott Weekly Miner criticizing a bill in the legislature 
authorizing $25,000 to build the territorial prison in Yuma.  In the letter Woolsey 
stated that Tyng was “juvenile” for supporting the bill in his paper.  George 
responded with humor by saying that Woolsey‟s letter was so well written that he 
couldn‟t possibly have written it!  Later in a letter to the Salt River Herald, 
Woolsey suggested that Tyng was insane.  The Herald‟s editor was an ally of 
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Woolsey, and he went on to say the “Tyngling Sentinel” was lying when it 
accused Woolsey of poisoning the “Pinole Treaty” Indians.  Additional verbal 
volleys with Woolsey boosted the sales of George‟s paper.15 

 Through his newspaper, George also defended Yuma from charges that 

the heat killed a lot of people there, knowing this claim discouraged settlement. 
(Love, 2003)  On July 28, 1877 he wrote an editorial rebutting these charges.  In it he 
blamed strong drink, rather than heat, for most hot-weather deaths.  Tyng 
avoided printing a tall tale that was popular in Yuma at the time.  Supposedly a 
soldier stationed at Ft. Yuma died and went to hell.  His funeral was held, but a 
friend saw him entering the Fort the next day.  Understandably surprised, the 
friend asked the soldier what he was doing there.  The soldier replied that, 
compared to Yuma, it was cold in hell and he had come back to retrieve some 
blankets and his long underwear! 

 Being a newspaper editor and knowing mining in Arizona resulted in 

Tyng‟s becoming a person-to-meet for people passing through Yuma.  Such was 
the case with Enoch Conklin, a newspaper reporter and author who visited many 
parts of Arizona, including Yuma, during the latter half of 1877.  He later wrote a 
book about his adventures. (Conklin)   He described Yuma as being hot but having 
a healthy dry climate.  Conklin also noted that the town was mostly filled with 
Mexicans and Yuma Indians.  In Yuma Conklin joined a group called the Aztec 
party comprised of individuals who were exploring mining prospects in Arizona.  
The group arrived from California on the Southern Pacific Railroad that crossed 
the Colorado on a new bridge. Yuma was the terminus of the railroad at the time.  
Conklin mentions that Tyng joined the group for dinner before the party left on a 
trip that took them as far as the Santa Rita Mountain on the eastern edge of the 
territory.  George “paid” for his meal by supplying information on mining 
prospects. 

 Conklin later visited many places in the territory, including the village of 

Ehrenberg, where Tyng had earlier worked.  Conklin described it as a lonely 
village inhabited mostly by Mexicans and Indians.  Later on a ride to Florence, 
Conklin and his stage coach were robbed by two men whom the reporter 
colorfully described as “sociables of the desert.”  He complained this was a 
common type of sociability extended to strangers in Arizona.  Conklin lost $15, 
and the robbers also took a Wells Fargo strong box.    

Editing the newspaper was a sideline; George continued to be heavily 

involved in mining.  Newspaper accounts reported he and his partners cashed in 
on mines in two areas.  In early 1879 he bundled fourteen mines in the Silver 
District and sold them to a New York Company for $175,000.  (The Arizona Star, April 17, 

1879)  Soon after, he likewise sold interests in another fourteen mines in the Myers 
District for $175,000 to Pittsburg investors.   (The Weekly Arizona Miner, May 9, 1879)  What 
part of these sales belonged to George is unknown, but it was likely a sizable 
amount for the time. 

                                                      
15

 Woolsey died at his ranch near Phoenix from a stroke in 1879 at the age of 47. 
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Building a Railroad 

Tyng‟s enterprising nature was evident in his professional jumps from mining to 

law enforcement to running a newspaper.  It‟s not surprising then, to find him 
next in Mexico where he negotiated with the government to build a railroad, was 
involved in building the line, and tried to make money there in land speculation.  
The sale of his mining interests in Arizona in 1879, along with the sale of the 
Yuma paper in early 1880, provided money to purchase land associated with the 
proposed Tehuantepec Isthmus Railway in Mexico. 

 A road or railway connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans across the 

Tehuantepec Isthmus had long been a twinkle in the eyes of investors and 
government officials. (Romero)  Prior to Tyng‟s involvement, various investors failed 
to complete a 185-mile railroad between Salina Cruz on the Pacific coast and 
Coatzacoalcos on the Gulf of Mexico.   From 1878 to 1892 President Porfirio 
Diaz granted three additional charters to different American and British groups to 
build the railroad.  (Terry)  The second of these charters was to a New York group 
led by Edward Learned in mid-1879.  Tyng was a director in the enterprise and 
was stationed in Mexico City to handle government relations.  The charter called 
for the Learned Company to complete the line in three years and four months, 
and the government agreed to pay $7,500 for each kilometer of line completed. 

 The company encountered delays, and on August 2, 1881 Tyng was 

appointed managing director of the enterprises.16   Other directors hoped his 
engineering and language skills could salvage the project.  In addition to 
supervising railroad construction, Tyng also invested in property around 
Coatzacoalcos in anticipation of it becoming a boom town.  (Rojas Rosales, p. 7) 
Construction started on the Gulf of Mexico end where the topography was flat, 
but by the end of 1882 the company had completed only 21 miles, slightly more 
than ten percent of the total length of the line.  Construction expenses, which had 
run higher than planned, were anticipated to increase as construction climbed the 
mountains to the south.  In addition to the expenses of building the railroad, the 
company faced major investments in two port facilities which would support the 
railroad line.  The company failed to convince the Mexican government to 
increase its reimbursements, and officials subsequently cancelled the concession 
held by the Learned Company.  The Mexican government later paid some 
compensation to investors for the completed portion of the railroad and for 
associated equipment, perhaps as much as $1.6 million.  (The Telegraph and Messenger, 

December 24, 1882)  It appears, however, that Tyng‟s land in Coatzacoalcos was later 
expropriated by the local government.  (Rojas Rosales, p. 10)

17 

                                                      
16

 His appointment letter from the Tehuantepec Inter-Ocean Railroad Company is on file in the 
VC/UHV Library, Shelf 282, Box 2, Folder 5. 
17

 Edward Learned also invested money in the land development.  After Tyng died, Learned‟s 
widow, Caroline A., was still writing to the Tyng family to see if something could be salvaged from 
the investment.  VC/UHV Library, Shelf 283. Box 3, Folder 1. 
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 While working in Coatzacoalcos, George led a group on a prospecting 

trip along the coast about 60 miles northwest of the town, in the vicinity of three 
extinct volcanoes.18  In addition to minerals, they sought quarrying stone that 
might be used to improve the harbor in Coatzacoalcos.  George left a partial, 
undated journal of the trip.  This included several pages of notes along with a 
couple dozen handwritten pages of expanded narrative based on the notes.   He 
may have planned to write a short story to entertain relatives and friends, but 
never got around to completing the tale.   One particularly interesting part of the 
narrative is Tyng‟s use of nautical terms, suggesting his story, in part, was written 
to share with his father and father-in-law. The journal shows Tyng was observant 
of his surroundings, wrote with style, and had a command of English and 
Spanish.19  The group failed to discover any promising mineral sites, but Tyng 
reported shooting lots of exotic game and having a jaguar defecate in their 
camp!20 

 It wasn‟t until 1895 that a railroad spanned the Isthmus, and a fully 

functioning line with adequate port facilities was only completed in 1906.  In 1914 
the Panama Canal undercut the railroad and it was later called a “white 
elephant.”  (Glick)  Tyng lost most of his investment associated with the railroad.  
One author estimated he dropped $40,000 in the venture.  (Lane, p. 2)  Aside from 
his son Francis, who was born in Mexico City in 1883, he came away poorer but 
wiser for his Mexican foray.21  
 
 

Texas Ranching 

During a trip to Florida, George visited Victoria, Texas, southeast of San 

Antonio, and liked the area.  He bought land about seven miles out of town and 
moved there in 1885.  Pecans were just developing into a major crop about the 
time Tyng bought his ranch.   He planted pecans but found that cultivating them 
was more difficult than it first appeared.  He is quoted as saying that “no more 
costly mistakes have I made than in trying to follow nature in raising pecans.” 
(Miller) 

Tyng‟s ranching was interrupted in 1886 when he was employed by a 

British syndicate to rescue a venture, later called the White Deer Land Company, 
located in the panhandle of Texas.  The syndicate was mostly financed by the 
Fifth Earl of Rosebery, later Prime Minister of Great Britain (1894-1895).  
 

                                                      
18

 His group included Martin Nelson, owner of the sailboat, a Mexican named Serapio Diaz, and 
an Indian nick-named Pancho. 
19

 In the narrative he refers to himself as Don George, suggesting he was writing the story for his 
family who understood that Don was an honorific tile in Spanish. 
20

 VC/UHV Library, George Tyng, “A Prospecting Trip on the Mexican Coast.” Shelf 282, Box 5, 
Folder 2. 
21

 Tyng was still trying to obtain compensation from the Mexican Government in early 1888 when 
he spent time in Mexico City (Sheffy, p. 241). 
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       Ward, Rosebery, Hurlbert                Fifth Earl of Rosebery 
 

 Lord Rosebery was one of several notables whose paths crossed Tyng‟s.  

Rosebery, born into a well-to-do Scottish family, lost his father early.  He 
attended elite schools: Eton and Christ‟s Church, Oxford.  (Raymond)   When 
Roseberry attended Oxford, officials offered him the choice of giving up his race 
horses or foregoing his studies; he chose the horses.  He was precocious, self-
educated, entertaining, and humorous.  Queen Victoria once commented that 
“Lord Rosebery is so clever that he may be carried away by a sense of humour, 
which is a little dangerous.”  (Grant and Combe, p. 11)   

The Earl traveled widely, including three trips to the United States.  In 

1873, when he was 26, he spent ten weeks in America and Canada, and then in 
1882-83, he traversed the U.S. on his way to Australia.  During his 1873 trip he 
became friends with Sam Ward, an American banker, and with William Hurlbert, 
editor of the New York World.22  The highlight of the trip, nonetheless, was 
visiting Utah and meeting Mormon leaders.  Given his later mining interests, it is 
surprising he ignored mining ventures in Utah, which were booming in the early 
1870s.  Instead, his visit was prompted by curiosity about the peculiar new 
American religion.  (Grant and Combe, pp. 44-56)  Perhaps his interest was piqued by the 
large number of Brits who were converting to the new faith and moving to Utah.  
Unlike Sir Richard Burton, who visited Utah in 1862 and made condescending 
remarks about the locals, Rosebery‟s comments about the people he met were 
refreshingly non-judgmental.  

 In addition to his political career, three other aspects of Lord Rosebery‟s 

life add to Tyng‟s story.  First, Rosebery had “the good fortune” to marry the only 
daughter of Baron Mayer de Rothschild, a member of the richest family in 
Europe, possibly the world.23  With his marriage in 1878, Rosebery became an 
extremely wealthy person, perhaps the wealthiest man in the United Kingdom.  
Second, he invested a hefty portion of his wealth in American land and mines, 

                                                      
22

 Ward married into the rich Astor family and was Julia Ward Howe‟s brother.  Over his life time 
he made and lost several fortunes, including searching for gold in California. 
23

 Meyer Rothschild died in 1874. 
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investments in which Tyng later played an important role.  Third, despite having 
four children, Rosebery was said to be bisexual.24 
 

The White Deer Land Company 

 A friend of Rosebery‟s, Charles Francklyn, bought nearly two-thirds of 

one million acres of land in the Texas panhandle in 1882.25  To finance the 
venture, he sold bonds to Lord Rosebery, and to Williams and Deacon and Co., 
British bankers.  (Sheffy, p. 181)  Rumors of immense profits in Texas land and cattle 
prompted many investors to jump into the ranching business at the same time.  
Favorable cattle prices from 1881 to 1885 fueled the ranching frenzy. 

 Developing and managing this huge cattle ranch was fraught with 

unanticipated problems, not the least of which was the absence of Francklyn, the 
owner, for long periods. (Sheffy)  This forced the manager, B. B. Groom, to solicit 
approvals for actions by mail and telegraph from Francklyn.  Problems also 
included clearing title to the land, settling boundary disputes, and fencing huge 
swaths of territory.  The company soon bought 80 thousand cattle to stock their 
ranges and 600 horses, but had difficulty hiring reliable workers and managers.  
Mundane problems such as grass fires, the proper branding of cattle, lack of 
dependable water supplies, and cattle diseases also troubled the ranch manager.  
Expiring leases on Indian pastures used by company cattle compounded the 
ranch manager‟s headaches. 

 Over about a year, the company incurred large short-term debts for 

livestock purchases that soon came back to haunt them.  Less than two years 
after the company was formed, Kansas quarantined Texas cattle, interest rates 
increased, and cattle prices plummeted, putting the company in a financial bind.26  
The manager was forced to sell brood stock and delay debt repayments to stay 
afloat.  In early 1886 the company collapsed, Charles Francklyn resigned, and 
the British investors interceded to salvage their investment.  They hired Frederic 
de P. Foster, a prominent New York lawyer, as their trustee and appointed 
Russell Benedict as the company‟s secretary. 

 Despite the demise of the Mexican railroad venture, Tyng had a good 

reputation with the investment community in New York, and especially with 
Foster, who represented Lord Rosebery and other British investors.  George was 
seen as an honest businessman who could manage troubled ventures.   Foster 
contacted Tyng in early June 1886 about assessing the status of the Francklyn 

                                                      
24

 It was claimed that Rosebery had at least three male lovers: Edmund Backhouse, Oscar Wilde, 
and Francis Douglas (Aldrich, and McKenna). 
25

The land was located in what are now Hutchison, Carson, Gray, and Roberts Counties.  
26

 The quarantine was due to a deadly disease, commonly called Texas Fever (Babesiosis) 
carried by ticks.  Texas longhorns were immune to the disease, but most cattle in Kansas were 
not. 



 13 

Company.  (Sheffy, p. 175) 27  Russell Benedict and Ferdinand Van Zandt, a close 
friend of Lord Rosebery, were other members of the survey team.  
 

 
 

Fredric de P. Foster 

 They found a ranch in chaos.  No one knew how many cattle the 

company owned or where they were located. Machinery and equipment had 
been destroyed.  Several lawsuits were pending, and vital records were missing.  
Tyng was hired on September 21, 1886 to rescue the enterprise.  He would 
spend much of the next fifteen years trying to salvage something for the British 
investors.   At first, this included rounding up and selling cattle to repay short-
term debts.  To keep the operation afloat, Tyng rented large parcels of land to 
other cattlemen.  His efforts were complicated by a severe drought that limited 
livestock and agricultural enterprises for several years, by severe winters, by hail 
storms, and by a wrenching national depression in 1893.  The drought was so 
severe that Texas cattlemen moved their starving animals as far away as 
northern Arizona to find pasture.  (Ruland-Thorne, p. 162-163) 

 George‟s long-term plan was to sell sections of the ranch to farmers for 

wheat production.  To make the land more attractive for renters as well as for 
prospective land buyers, he drilled a number of wells and subsidized some 
farmers to grow wheat.  He is probably best remembered in the area for naming 
a town Pampa that was built near a new line of the Southern Kansas Railroad 
that ran through part of the White Deer Lands Company‟s property.  (Lane)  Foster 
suggested the new town be named after Tyng, but in a letter dated April 1, 1887 
George wrote Foster: 
 

“Your suggesting of Tyngston as the County Seat for Gray County tickles, 
but it won‟t work; my unwashed co-sovereigns would spell it Tingstown …. 
That would make the Tyngs frantic.  Thanks all the same.” 

 

 Sheffy describes Tyng‟s work with White Deer Lands as follows: “His 

honest and efficient administration of this vast estate proved to be of inestimable 
value in successfully steering the property through a most critical period.”  (p. 176).  

                                                      
27

 Foster and another lawyer by the name of Cornelius C. Cuyler were trustees for the English 
syndicate that owned the land. 
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 Sheffy goes on to say: 

He (Tyng) was an honest, hard-working man, dependable and efficient in 
every way.  He was a „rugged individualist‟, a sage philosopher, a prolific 
letter writer, and self-made linguist, and master of frontier lore that few 
men ever attain.  He was patriotic and he was a true friend.  Perhaps his 
finest qualities were strict devotion to the task at hand and absolute loyalty 
to Foster and [to] the British bondholders (p. 354). 

Jesse Wynne, a Texan who knew Tyng for 16 years, said that “In my 

opinion Tyng was really the father of the Panhandle.  He was a prince among 
men, and always active in civic affairs.  I could never say enough for him.”  (James, 

p. 439) 

 Tyng continued to assist with the ranch for a couple of years after he 

began mining in Utah.  In December 1902 Foster agreed to pay George $500 per 
month for the time he spent working on ranch business.   A few sections of the 
ranch land were sold for $2.50 to $5.00 per acre, thus returning some capital to 
the British investors. These sales allowed George to leave on a high note.  He 
published a farewell message to his friends in the panhandle in one of the local 
newspapers (Miami Chief, March 8, 1903).  In it he expresses “the warmest kind of 
friendship for you folks.”  This notice marked the end of his White Deer Lands 
affiliation.  
 

New York and Honduras Rosario Mining Company 

 Several consulting assignments in Central America with the New York 

and Honduras Rosario Mining Company interrupted Tyng‟s work in the Texas 
panhandle.  The Rosario Company was headed by Washington S. Valentine and 
was listed on the New York Stock Exchange.  It had investments in several 
Central American countries, but its major presence was in Honduras where it had 
mines and a smelter near San Juancito.28  Investors were attracted to Honduras 
by generous tax exemptions, later resulting in charges of conflict of interest being 
lodged against the president of Honduras, Marco Aurelio Soto.   It was disclosed 
that Soto was an investor in Valentine‟s company.  The president was also 
criticized for moving the national capital from Comayagua to Tegucigalpa, a 
move that benefited the company in which he invested.  

 About the time Tyng began to consult with the company (1888-89), 

mineral exports from Honduras comprised half of all the nation‟s exports, and the 
company‟s share of this was 85 percent.  In the early 1890s the Rosario 
operation was the largest employer in the impoverished country.   By the time 
Tyng first visited the operations, the company had extracted more than 
$3,000,000 worth of minerals from its mines.   The company hired a lot of local 
people.  In addition, the town of San Juancito had electric power and a telegraph 

                                                      
28

 The mines were about 25 miles northeast of Tegucigalpa in what is now La Tigra National 
Park. 
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installed before the capital city of Tegucigalpa did.  This allowed the company to 
install the first modern machinery in Central America mines.  (Interestingly, for 
good or bad, the small town also was home to the first Pepsi Cola bottling facility 
in Honduras!) 

 George left reports on his visits to the San Juancito mines in 1893, 1894, 

and 1895.  They show an experienced mining geologist at work.  He assessed 
the geological structure of the mines, speculated on possible deposits, and 
evaluated the ore-processing system.  He also provided mine owners with advice 
on the economics of the operation.  George knew the mining business from 
Alpha to Omega.  In addition to assessing the Rosario operations, he also did 
some trouble shooting with the President of the country on a trip in 1894.29 
 

The Blue Bird Mine 

 In the midst of untangling the Texas ranch mess, and occasionally tripping 

off to Honduras, Tyng also helped with another troubled Rosebery investment.  
The Earl sank substantial capital in the Blue Bird Mine in Burlington, just outside 
Butte, Montana.  The American friend of the Earl, Ferdinand Suydam Van Zandt, 
was in charge of the mine. (Niedringhaus)

30  The operation ran into trouble in 1889 
when conflicting legal claims were filed at a time when Van Zandt and the mine 
manager were both ill.  The Earl‟s agent, Fredric de P. Foster, again called upon 
Tyng to rescue a Rosebery investment.  Tyng spent a lot of time in Montana for a 
year-and-a-half as the acting general manager of the mine.  He stabilized the 
situation, returned to Texas in early 1891, and received a glowing 
recommendation from Van Zandt for his Montana work: 
 

“I wish to thank you [Foster] for the great service Mr. Tyng has been to us 
ever since his coming to us and to say that my admiration for his 
extraordinary ability and my affection for him continues to grow.” 

 

 Despite Tyng‟s efforts, a $2,000,000 suit was later filed against the Blue 

Bird Mine for encroachment of claims.  The British owners frantically called a 
meeting, including Tyng and Van Zandt, in London for early March 1891.  They 
stayed at Brown‟s Hotel in the exclusive Mayfair district, where Van Zandt 
received a telegram with terrible news: the Blue Bird Mine had been attached by 
legal authorities.  The next day Van Zandt was found shot in the head.  Scotland 
Yard ruled the death a suicide.  Tyng was devastated by the death of his friend 
and associate and was further dejected by the results of his rescue efforts in 
Montana.31 

                                                      
29

 Tyng was ill when he returned from Honduras in mid-1894.  He may have had an 
attack of malaria.  See letter from Henry Sibley to Tyng dated July 9, `1894 (VC/UHV 
Library, Shelf 283, Box 3, Folder 16). 
30

 Previously, Van Zandt spent three years working in mining ventures in Leadville, Colorado. 
31

 The new owners of the Blue Bird mine were troubled with water and parts of the mine were 
sold.  It never repeated its former glory (Niedringhaus, p. 5). 
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As he returned to New York Tyng may have pondered rumors he heard 

in London about Lord Rosebery‟s sexual proclivities.  Van Zandt was described 
as a strikingly good looking man with Adonis-like qualities, who became 
extremely close to Lord Rosebery.   Tyng may have wondered if Van Zandt‟s 
suicide was due to a combination of financial disappointment and guilt over 
disappointing a lover.32 
 

Canadian Investments33 

 Silver-prospecting mesmerized George, just as the prospects of winning 

a fortune attracts buyers of lottery tickets.  In the midst of his work in Montana, 
Texas, and Honduras, Tyng bought an interest in a silver mining property, called 
the Silver Islet Lands, on the north shore of Lake Superior in Ontario, Canada.34   
On May 9, 1890 he borrowed $9,000 from the American Exchange National Bank 
in New York and combined this with $4,500 cash to invest in the Silver Islet 
mining and timber property.  Other capitalists in Detroit and New York also 
invested in the property, with Tyng apparently owning one-third of the stock.  In 
early 1893 Tyng sold two-thirds of his shares to John J. Marvin and Henry S. 
Sibley, Trustees of the Canada Lands Purchase Company in Detroit for the same 
price as he paid for the stock.  He may have used the proceeds to pay off his 
note with the Exchange National Bank in New York. 

 The Silver Islet Mine had an interesting history.  It was located on a small 

rock outcropping just off the tip of what is now known as Sibley Peninsula, 
between Thunder Bay on the west and Black Bay. A rich outcropping of silver 
was discovered there in 1870 and over the next thirteen years more than 
$3,000,000 in ore was extracted from the mine.  This made it the largest silver 
mine in Ontario, and for a time, one of the richest silver mines in the world.  
However, because the mine was located on a tiny island, operations were 
plagued with water problems.  When the mine reached a depth of more than one 
thousand feet, constant pumping was necessary.  When a lack of fuel in 1884 
caused the pumps to fail, the mine flooded and was abandoned. 

 In addition to the Silver Islet property, the Canada Lands Purchase 

Company also had interests or options on several other properties in Ontario, 
including copper and nickel deposits and extensive timber acreage.  Some of its 
holdings, amounting to about 100,000 acres, included timber that the company 
owners planned to harvest for railroad ties and paper pulp.   Unfortunately, the 
depression in 1893 that stymied Tyng‟s efforts to sell ranch land in Texas also 
suffocated interest in mining and timber in Canada.  Tyng and other investors 
pressed the trustees to sell properties, but no buyers came forward until several 
years after the depression of 1893.  How much Tyng recovered from his 
                                                      
32

 Van Zandt had a wife and several children.  His relatives disputed the suicide finding in a New 
York Times‟ article dated March 6, 1892. 
33

 Most of the information in this section came from VC/UHV, Shelf 283, Box 3, Folder 16. 
34

 His associate in the Mexican Railroad enterprise, Edward Learned, also invested in this 
venture. 



 17 

Canadian ventures is unknown, but it probably wasn‟t much more than his 
original investment.  His Canadian venture provided Tyng with experience but 
little profit. 

 Several factors led Tyng to look for other opportunities beyond the White 

Deer Land Company.  In addition to his disappointing investments in Canada and 
Mexico, he was disheartened by the slow sales of land in the Texas panhandle. 
Perhaps more importantly, his wife‟s poor health worried him.  He wanted to 
provide his family more financial security than just the ranch in Victoria.  He 
looked for more security through prospecting, an activity that most people would 
say was a long shot, especially for a man nearing his 60s. 

 In late 1900 he revisited his old mining haunts in Arizona looking for 

investment possibilities.  He arrived there on crutches suffering from rheumatism 
or arthritis.   After spending several weeks inspecting mines, he reported he had 
been “prospecting principally for health, which he found in gratifying quantity and 
quality.”  The warm Yuma climate restored his health.  He bragged about walking 
ten to fifteen miles a day while inspecting mining prospect in Castle Dome, Gila 
City, and the King of Arizona mining district.  (Arizona Daily Citizen, January 18, 
1901)  George came away from the visit, however, after finding only one claim 
that interested him.  He filed a lode claim on an abandoned mine in the Castle 
Dome District on January 18, 1901, but apparently didn‟t develop the property, 
perhaps because he later found more promising prospects in Utah. 
 
 

Utah Mining 

During a trip to New York George discussed other mining possibilities with his 

friend Foster.  This led to a meeting with General Lloyd Aspinwall, a friend of 
Foster‟s and an owner of the Miller Mining and Smelter Company that had claims 
in American Fork Canyon, Utah.   Aspinwall encouraged Tyng to look at the Utah 
claims, saying he thought there were still profitable deposits there.  While in New 
York, Tyng perused reports on earlier mines on the Miller properties and saw 
something that piqued his interest.   In a trip to Utah in the summer of 1891 he 
arrived in American Fork by train and asked around for someone to take him up 
American Fork Canyon to Miller Hill.  Joseph Householder from Pleasant Grove 
was recommended as a person who had worked in the canyon and who had a 
horse and a buckboard. 
 

 After paying a road toll at the mouth of the canyon, the pair proceeded up 

the fifteen-mile road to the mining area.  They passed under the well-known 
hanging rock and then turned left into the north fork of the canyon.  The road 
followed the bed of an old narrow-gauge railroad that was built in 1873 but 
dismantled five years later.  They passed a few shacks that remained in Silver 
City (Tibbles), made their way up the rugged Z dug way, and finally arrived at 
what was left of Forest City on Dutchman Flat at the base of Miller Hill.  There 
Tyng talked with a few plucky miners who eked out a living working small mines.  
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This included old hands such as John Chadwick and Ed Hines, sometimes 
referred to as the “A. F. Canyon Hermit.”  (Keetch)  They also talked with Jacob 
Beck, who pastured cattle in the canyon.  Some mines had been idle for a couple 
of decades, and various tunnels were in disrepair.  This limited Tyng‟s 
evaluations of the internal geology of mines to only those that were in operation.   
Nonetheless, while above ground, he enjoyed the mild weather and beautiful 
scenery.   After hot and dry Arizona and the steamy jungles of Central America, 
he thought he was in Shangri-La.  While in the canyon, he said, “What grander 
monument could a person wish than to be surrounded by the [these] beautiful 
hills and scenery.”  (Lane, p. 19)  

 The crude road up Miller Hill from Dutchman Flat to the Miller Company 

mines was in disrepair, so Tyng and Householder likely hiked up the hill two 
miles to almost 10,000 feet where the old Miller tunnels were located.  Tyng 
explored the area around the Mormon Tunnel on the southwest side of the hill 
where the company had extracted a large amount of minerals in 1872.    He also 
looked at the long Lady Annie Tunnel that probed the hill from the northeast and 
the Wyoming Tunnel located above the Lady Annie. (Calkins, Plate 50)  During his visit 
Tyng heard a lot about the problems of the Miller Hill mines.  Several of the 
tunnels around the base of the hill had water problems.  Some mines had 
poisonous gases and had to be ventilated.  Most of the mines suffered 
occasional cave-ins.  Old miners told him that they found rich bodies of ore that 
suddenly ran into walls of worthless rock caused by geological shifts.   Tyng soon 
realized that the hill was badly fragmented by these shifts.  He also heard tales 
about miners being killed by snow slides, but since he saw the canyon during a 
warm summer week, he may have disregarded these stories. 

 His experience with the Rosario Mines in Honduras, silver mines in 

Arizona, mines on Lake Superior, and the Blue Bird mine in Montana gave him 
confidence that he could find new deposits in the Miller Hill.   At the time, he was 
probably as experienced in silver mining as any geologist in the United States.  
After Tyng and Householder returned to American Fork, they talked with men 
who had worked in the Miller mines.   Later, Tyng reviewed mining records in Salt 
Lake City before returning to New York.  He liked what he saw and soon 
negotiated with the Miller Mining group for a two-year lease of their Utah 
properties.  
 

The Wyoming Mine 

 In the earlier 1870s miners found profitable ore in various parts of Miller 

Hill and in areas immediately east and west of the hill.  However, the mines on 
the west side, near the crest of the hill, operated by the Miller Mining and 
Smelting Company, were the most profitable.   The Miller mines were located 
east of Mary Ellen Gulch, far above the Yankee Mine.  From 1870 to 1876 the 
Miller Company extracted about $2,000,000 worth of ore from its properties, 
especially from the Mormon Tunnel and surrounding digs. They built a smelter at 
the base of the hill and financed a narrow-gauge railroad that came to within five 
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miles of their mines.   Silver was the most valuable mineral extracted, followed by 
lead, iron, zinc, and some gold.  The boom was short lived, however.  The 
company ran out of profitable ore by the end of 1876 and terminated operations.   
The railroad was torn up two years later 

 George returned to Utah with a lease in late 1901 and began to poke and 

prod the top of Miller Hill.35  He reasoned that the profitable deposits that the 
Miller Company found during the 1870s on the Southwest side of the hill might 
run through to the Northeast side, even though a couple of old Miller tunnels, the 
Lady Annie and the Wyoming,  hadn‟t encountered anything profitable there.  
Initially, George focused on extending the Wyoming Tunnel.  Various local men 
joined in these efforts either as investors, workers, or both: C. D. Hanks, J. A. 
Nichols, W. H. Clark, George L. Nye, L. P. Palmer, Trusten Hart, and J. P. 
Decker.   In addition, Tyng‟s sons, Francis and Charles soon joined the work.  
Mining records show the Tyngs were active over the next 18 months filing claims, 
proving claims, and acquiring additional claims.   (Calkins, p. 86)  Their first filing was 
on January 3, 1902, and most of their subsequent filings dealt with property 
around the Wyoming Mine, located about 400 feet below the crest.  One 
exception was a couple of claims filed by Francis Tyng and C. D. Hanks called 
the Texan claims.   Names of other claims and mines included the Merrill, the 
Preston, the Gulch, the Forester, the Tyng, the Kalamazoo, the Harriet, the 
Oliver, the Victoria, the Esmeralda, the Bredemeyer No. 2, and the Lady Annie.  

 A dugout just above the upper Wyoming Tunnel was the Tyngs‟ first 

home in Utah.  Son Francis led a crew that extended the Wyoming Tunnel.   In 
addition to the Miller Co. properties, Tyng also bought the Kalamazoo claims and 
later built bunk houses for their men there. 
 

 
 

Tyng and Sons in Front of Their Dugout, 1902 

                                                      
35

 The initial lease ran until the last of 1904. Tyng called it the Arizona Lease. 
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 Hard rock mining was dangerous, back-breaking work.   (Keetch, pp. 7-8)  

Electricity didn‟t come to the area until ten years later, so Tyng‟s mining was all 
done by hand.   Miners extended tunnels using six basic tools: a shovel, a pick, a 
single jack hammer, a drill, blasting powder, and a wheel barrow or small ore car.  
Typically, a couple of miners spent most of the day drilling shot holes with 
hammers and drills in a drift or tunnel.  Depending on the hardness of the rock, 
the holes were 18- to 24-inches deep.  These holes were filled with powder, and 
the end of the tunnel was blasted out just before the miners quit for the day.   
After supper the miners would sharpen their drills.  The next morning they would 
load the waste rock into a wheel barrow or ore car, haul it outside, and dump it.  
Drilling holes for new blasts would consume most of the remainder of the day.  
Men did this arduous and dangerous work for $3 to $4 a day. 
 

                     
 

Miners Drilling Holes         George and Charles Tyng  
          Admiring a Deposit 

 Several crews labored diligently for the next eighteen months burrowing 

into promising areas.  One of Tyng‟s local partners, C. D. Hanks, became 
discouraged and sold Tyng his 1/8th interest in the Forrester, the Merrill, the 
Tyng, and the Harriet mining claims, along with a 3/16 interest in the Kalamazoo 
mine.  The sale was recorded on September 25, 1903, with Tyng paying Hanks 
$525 for his share of these properties.36  This purchase was offset by sales to 
other associates at the same time; Tyng sold 25/216 interest in the Kalamazoo 
mine to his partners George Nye and E. L. Palmer for $289 each.37  A filing on 
October 30, 1903 showed Tyng and his partners had tunneled more than136 feet 
on their claims that year, fulfilling legal requirements.38 

 George exhausted his funding during the next year without finding any 

profitable veins and realized in early October 1904 that he would have to call it 
quits.  One evening he informed his foreman that he was going to town the next 
day to draw the final wages for his men.  Early in the morning the discouraged 

                                                      
36

 Utah County Recorder‟s Office, Mining Records, Book 66, p. 285. 
37

 Ibid, pp. 612-613. 
38

 Ibid, p. 336. 
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geologist hitched his two black horses to a buckboard and headed down the 
canyon. 

 There are several versions of what happened next.  One account has 

foreman John (Jack) H. Howes asking Tyng before he left if it would be all right to 
place a final charge in a seam showing some iron. Tyng responded that it 
wouldn‟t hurt.  (Martin)

39  The blast opened a bonanza.  Another version says that 
Howes recognized a mineral laden rock that protruded from the tunnel floor when 
he overturned his wheelbarrow on it.  (Walker p. 6)  The rock was the tip of a rich ore 
deposit below.  Still another account says that Howes removed a high spot in a 
newly opened tunnel to lay a railroad tie.  When he drove a pick into the high 
spot, he saw rich lead carbonate.  (James, p. 431) The hump was the tip of a rich 
mineral body below. 

 Whatever the exact details of the discovery, an exuberant foreman 

greeted Tyng when he returned to the mine.40  Overnight Tyng‟s enterprise was 
transformed from bust to bonanza.  Although the discovery eventually was 
somewhat smaller than the Miller Company‟s find in the early 1870s, the new ore 
bodies were sizable.    The initial deposits were embedded in limestone along a 
fissure that ran east and west for nearly 400 feet.  The width of the first 
discovered ore deposit varied from 10 to 40 feet.  Later, two additional, smaller 
irregular deposits were found north of the larger find.  (Martin) 

 In mid-October 1904, word leaked out about the strike.  It was electrifying 

news in American Fork and surrounding communities.  Because he was 
financially strapped, Tyng rushed to sell ore as quickly as possible.  He posted 
notices around the northern end of Utah County saying he would pay teamsters 
$5 per ton of ore delivered to the railroad depot in American Fork.  A newspaper 
article noted, “Even at this liberal price, it is said the management of the property 
has not been able, as yet, to secure [enough] teams to move the ore as fast as 
they would like to see it go out.”  (Salt Lake Mining Review, October 30, 1904)  Within a few 
weeks, Tyng had about 40 teamsters hauling ore and upwards of 100 miners 
working his claims.  Initially, the mining shifts involved 30 men each and the 
miners worked around the clock.  Mining and hauling continued throughout the 
winter, weather permitting, with teamsters using sleighs to transport sacked ore 
to American Fork.  Tyng expanded his efforts by sending a crew to extend the old 
Mormon Tunnel on the southwest side of the hill.  Francis was pulled out of the 
mine and sent to the Colorado School of Mines to study mining methods for a 
term. 

 On November 19, 1904, George wrote Jesse Wynne, a friend in Pampa, 

and told him they were taking a profit of about $200 per day from the mine.  At 
that time the ore tested about 40 percent silver and 40 percent lead.  George 
also mentioned that son Francis was leading the work in the Wyoming Mine. 

                                                      
39

 Howes lived in Lehi, Utah 
40

 Olsen (p. 43) mentions that Tyng rewarded Howes with a new home. 
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 The original strike was in the upper Wyoming Tunnel, about a hundred 

yards up the hill from the older Lady Annie Tunnel.  To access the bottom of the 
deposit, the Tyngs dug several other tunnels lower down the hill, one being 
called the middle Wyoming Tunnel.  It was out of this hole that they extracted 
most of their find by small ore cars that were pushed to the opening, and then the 
sacks of ore were slid down a wooden chute about a hundred yards to a loading 
area.   In the colored picture below the tailings from the middle tunnel are in the 
center right of the picture, with the Lady Annie Tunnel tailings immediately below. 

 

       
 

Tyng’s Mining Area 1906 and 2008                          

 Tyng built a bunk house for his workers on Kalamazoo Flat southwest of 

the Wyoming Tunnels.  He also built a small office nearby and erected stables for 
horses.  The bunkhouse and office were built below a few pine trees to protect 
the buildings from avalanches. 
   

   
 

Views of the Bunk Houses in 1906 and in 1917 

 The first year, Tyng shipped 1,020 tons of ore at an average price of $43 

a ton.  (Salt Lake Mining Review, May 30, 1905)  Initially, at least, the ore was easy to mine.  It 
came in granular form, almost like sand, and most of it could be easily sacked.  
During the best of times, a couple of men could bag up to 350 sacks of ore in a 
single shift from chutes at the base of the ore deposits.  (Stauffer, p. 23)  The mining 
went so well that large stacks of sacked ore were soon piled up at the loading 
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area located at the base of the chute connected to the Middle Wyoming Tunnel.  
The first winter, some of the bagged ore was moved down the hill from the mine 
to Dutchman Flat on crude sleds, where teamsters then hauled it to American 
Fork on sleighs.  When better weather came, teamsters loaded the ore on 
wagons at the storage area and hauled it directly to American Fork. 
 

             
 

Chute below Middle                           Ore Storage Area  
  Wyoming Tunnel            

 Their initial lease ran through 1904, but after the discovery, Tyng 

obtained an extension that ran until June 15, 1905.  His success led to the Miller 
Company being reorganized in 1905 with his friend Foster taking over as 
president, J. A. Aspinwall as vice president, and R. Benedict as 
secretary/treasurer.  (Salt Lake Mining Review, August 30, 1905)  Still later, the Tyngs got a 
second lease extension that ran through mid-July 1908. 

 Although he hit a bonanza, Tyng was unlucky regarding silver prices.  

The repeal of the Sherman Silver Purchase Act in 1893 caused a collapse in 
silver prices.   Many mining camps turned to ghost towns after the Act was 
repealed.  Tyng and his sons would have realized far more money if they had 
made their strike a dozen years earlier. 
 

Tyng’s Character 

What people do and where they‟ve been are only two parts of their life stories.  

An even more important chapter is their character.  Those who worked with or for 
Tyng almost all judged him to have a sterling character.  He was hardworking, 
honest, tactful, and loyal to his employers and employees.  He left a good 
impression on those who associated with him, even though several of his 
ventures failed.  Despite the ups and downs in his life, he was uniformly 
optimistic; he always saw opportunity around the corner.  He was equally 
comfortable dealing with political leaders and capitalists, and with men who made 
their living with picks and shovels, “idiot sticks” in western parlance. 

 George spent a lot of time away from his wife and children, but he was 

still a strong family man.  Sheffy describes George‟s busy life away from home:  
“Though a great lover of family life, his home never became more than a periodic 
haven of rest and relaxation from stress and overwork in ceaseless activity on 
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the frontier.”  (Sheffy, p. 177)  One of his letters, written to his wife in Santa Barbara 
from Yuma shortly after his second son, George, was born in 1872, displays the 
tender feelings he had for his wife Elena and their sons.41  Another letter written 
to him by Elena in late 1905 -- a letter he never lived to read -- shows his love 
was reciprocated.   Elena planned to come to Utah and visit the mine:  “But I 
have made my mind up that once I get to the mine, you will have hard work in 
getting rid of me.  I shall not be away from you if I can have any say about it.”42  
In addition to loving his wife, Tyng also made sure his three sons were educated. 

 He was also extremely popular with his workers.  He paid his miners 

good wages, he gave them quality housing, and he provided excellent meals.  In 
addition to hiring numerous miners, Tyng also employed three or four dozen 
teamsters, including my grandfather, who hauled supplies to the mine and ore to 
the rail head.  The Tyngs purchased thousands of dollars worth of produce from 
local farmers and kept several blacksmith shops busy repairing ore wagons.   On 
several occasions he helped employees pay their overdue home mortgages.  
There was no talk of forming a union or staging a strike among Tyng employees.  
One of his employees recorded memories of his boss. 
 

N. C. Hanks 

 Nymphas Coridon Hanks grew up in Charleston, a small community in 

Heber Valley, about fifteen miles southeast of Tyng‟s mine.43  After graduating 
from school he paid for his college education by working summers in nearby 
mines.  His first job was in the Daly West Mine in Park City where he replaced 
one of the 34 men killed in an appalling mine explosion that occurred on July 15, 
1902.44  After working there for about a month, a faulty ladder caused Hanks to 
fall about 20 feet, but he escaped serious injury. (Hanks, 1921)  Two days before his 
fall, he related that a co-worker was crushed to death by a descending cage. 

 Mining was hazardous; accidents killed hundreds of miners in Utah.  

Despite the dangers, men sought mining jobs because of the wages.  During his 
second trip to Utah, Tyng contracted with several seasoned miners to begin 
digging tunnels into the Miller Hill, one of these being Charles Decker Hanks, 
who then lived in Salt Lake City, but later moved to American Fork.   Charles, in 
turn, hired his nephew Nymphus to assist with the digging.   

 Nymphus had another close call while he worked in Tyng‟s mine.45  He 

related that, “…a premature blast tore off most of my clothes, and left me with a 
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 VC/UHV Library, Shelf 283, Box 3, Folder 1. 
42

 Article No. 41, White Deer Land Museum, s.v., http://www.pan-
tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html (accessed March 10, 2008). 
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 Hanks was born on November 3, 1882, and named after his maternal grandfather. 
44

 Park Record, July 19, 1902, p.1.  The Daly West tragedy was overshadowed by an even larger 
mine disaster five days earlier in Johnstown, Pennsylvania where 112 miners were killed. 
45

 In December, 1907 N. C. Lauritzen and a Mr. Graham were working in the Tyng mine when a 
cave-in took Graham‟s life. Lauritzen barely escaped.  Lauritzen drew his pay and left the canyon 
the next day. (James) 

http://www.pan-tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html
http://www.pan-tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html
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broken finger and an ugly hole in my back.”  (Hanks, 1921, p. 7)  Despite the hazards, 
Hanks had fond memories of working for Tyng.  He also recalled, “There is a 
fascination in mining which I remember yet.  How we dug in the dark, cold, slimy 
wet; we saw the slithering silver sparkle in the gleam of the candle‟s dim light.  It 
looked like a halo of fortune.” 
 

 Hanks described Tyng as short, medium in weight, white, with blue eyes 

and a Mexican mustache.   He recalled that coworkers teased Tyng about his 
sparse hair and   suggested he draw a picture of a spider on his head to scare off 
flies!   Hanks went on to say that Tyng was a gentleman, without pretense, and 
the best educated person he ever met.  He also was impressed that Tyng asked 
his workers to agree there would be no grog in his camp. 
 

 

 The experience of working for Tyng and the lure of finding another 

bonanza later led Nymphus, with three others, to work a promising mine on 
Mount Nebo near Nephi, Utah.  There he suffered a horrendous accident when a 
box of blasting caps exploded and blew off his hands and blinded him.  He later 
overcame an addiction to opium, which he had used as a pain killer, studied at 
Stanford University, married a nurse, and then made a living giving inspirational 
lectures and writing books.  In many of his talks he poignantly encouraged 
people, especially youngsters, to make the most of their opportunities.46 
 

Story Telling 

 George also endeared himself to others by telling stories, a talent much 

valued in the west.  His stories, tales, and yarns were commonly spun in the 
evening around a campfire or across the dinner table.  Yarns were a major form 
of entertainment for miners who had few diversions, besides cards, especially 
during the winter.  Yarn telling, kidding, and humor were methods of male 
bonding and were especially valued traits in leaders. Tyng was a spell-binding 
story teller who entertained coworkers with tales about exotic places.  Good yarn 
tellers aren‟t constrained by the truth, so it is unclear if Tyng‟s stories as 
remembered by Hanks were embellished by the teller.  Hanks, in turn, could 
have gilded the lily a bit in retelling Tyng‟s tales.  
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 For example, see Box Elder News, February 5, 1924. 
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 Four decades after working for Tyng, Hanks retained vivid memories of 

his bosses‟ adventure-laced stories.  Two tales were about Tyng prospecting in 
the southwest.  In one yarn Tyng tells about killing two Indians when his 
company was attacked by renegades.  In another story he told of being lost near 
a place called Antelope Springs and finding shelter in a ramshackle hut inhabited 
by a crusty old outlaw named Jack who warned Tyng about rattlesnakes chasing 
mice in the thatched roof.  During the night Tyng saw Jack strike a half dozen 
matches, heard a similar number of shots, and when he awoke found a half 
dozen headless rattlesnakes around his bed.  

 On another occasion, Tyng told about seeing a native kill a jaguar with a 

machete during the time he was prospecting in Mexico or the Amazon Basin. 
Tyng told still another story about the time he felt nauseated when served a meal 
that included what he thought was a child‟s hand.  It turned out to be monkey 
stew.  Recounting bull fights, shooting wild turkeys and armadillos, and avoiding 
arrest by bribing officials were other stories Hanks remembered Tyng telling. 
 

A Disgruntled Employee 

The only example I could find of Tyng getting crosswise with one of his 

workers surfaced a year after his death.  In 1907 R. M. Vanderhoof sued Elena 
Tyng, George‟s wife.   (Salt Lake Herald, May 3, 1907)

47   Vanderhoof was a young man, 
twenty-one at the time, who worked in the Wyoming Mine.  In his court filing, 
Vanderhoof claimed that Tyng promised him half of any discovery, a highly 
unlikely share for a young man who had nothing but manual labor to contribute to 
the enterprise.   Tyng didn‟t have enough “halves” to offer to all workers in the 
Wyoming Mine! 

 Vanderhoof became ill in September 1904, so he went to Salt Lake City 

for medical treatment.  Tyng soon visited him to enquire about his health and to 
tell him that he was planning to cease mining efforts since they had not found 
any profitable deposits.  To settle unfinished business, Tyng asked Vanderhoof 
to relinquish any claims he had on the enterprise, which he did for a $1 
consideration.   (Salt Lake Mining Review, May 30, 1907)  This occurred shortly before, or 
even immediately after, Tyng informed his mine foreman that he was going to 
town to collect money for final payment of his workers. 

 In his suit, Vanderhoof claimed that Tyng defrauded him by saying the 

“half interest” he owned in the Wyoming Mine was worthless.  He felt abused 
when profitable ore was discovered in the Wyoming Mine after he relinquished 
“his share” of the mine. (Salt Lake Herald, May 3, 1907)

48  As near as I can tell, this is the 
only case where a Tyng associate was disgruntled for reasons that, at best, are 
questionable. 
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 Utah 4
th
 District Court, Docket No. 1616, 1906. 

48
 Because Vanderhoof lived in Utah and Elena Tyng lived in Texas, the Utah court referred the 

case to the Circuit Court of the United States for the District of Utah.  The suit was apparently 
later dropped by Vanderhoof. 
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Death in the Mountains 

Mine explosions, cave-ins, and deadly gas killed many Utah miners, but 

avalanches in the high mountain canyons also took their toll.  Many of these 
deaths occurred around Alta in Little Cottonwood Canyon, northeast of Tyng‟s 
mine.  Additional people were killed in avalanches still further north in Big 
Cottonwood Canyon, around Park City mines, and in the Bingham Canyon area.  
One writer estimated that 126 people died in snow slides in Big and Little 
Cottonwood Canyons alone by early 1906.  (Deseret Evening News, January 27, 1906, p. 1)  
Some snow slides were so large that victims were not found until spring.  Such 
was the case with C. Van Wambecke, who delivered mail from American Fork 
City to the mining camp, called Forest City, which was located at the base of 
Miller Hill.  On about February 12, 1874, he was buried by an avalanche between 
Tibble‟s Fork and Forest City, near what is now called Van‟s Dugway.  (Olsen, p. 34) 
His body wasn‟t found until April, and he was buried in an unmarked grave on 
Tibble‟s Flat.49  Later his body was uncovered twice by construction workers and 
reburied on the Flat, an ignominious ending for a dedicated mail carrier.  (Walker, pp. 

10-11) 

 In January 1881, a snow slide buried two miners working the Pittsburgh 

claim just east of the Miller Hill, and killed one of them, John Pool.  In August of 
the same year, a huge thunderstorm sent a wall of water, rocks, and mud fifteen 
feet high down Mary Ellen Gulch on the west side of the Miller Hill that destroyed 
cabins and roads at the base of the gulch.  The same thing happened the 
following year, nearly killing Ed Hines and his family.  Still another murderous 
avalanche swept two men to their death in February 1883 in the same area.   
(Olsen, p.31)  In late 1897, Lorenzo Jorgenson, who worked in the Yankee Mine 
northwest of Miller Hill, was killed in a snow slide and his body wasn‟t recovered 
until May the next year.   (Keetch, p. 10) 

 

Tyng’s Death 

 After Christmas 1905, Francis Tyng left to attend Stanford University.  He 

planned to study geology with Professor John Branner, who had earlier written a 
popular text, The Training of a Geologist.50  Francis looked forward to leaving the 
deep snow behind and enjoying the mild weather of the Bay area.  Snow storms 
continued to pummel Utah in early January.  A particularly severe storm struck 
the state the third week of January and blanketed the mountains with still more 
snow.  Combined with strong winds from the west, the storm formed huge drifts 
along the eastern edge of the tops of the Wasatch Mountains above where 
Tyng‟s camp was located.  The storm was followed by relatively warm weather 
that increased avalanche dangers.  During the week, numerous ore teams were 
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 The Provo Tri-Weekly Times, April 30, 1874, p. 2.  In a curious twist, William Burton was 
arrested near Cedar City, returned to Provo, and accused of murdering Wambecke.  He was 
jailed for about six weeks until Webecke‟s body was found about nine-and-a-half miles up 
American Fork Canyon (Ibid, March 9, 1874, p. 3).  The death was ruled an accident, and Burton 
was released. 
50

 A dozen years earlier, future president Herbert Hoover studied geology with Professor Branner. 
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stranded by snow slides in American Fork Canyon.   (The Salt Lake Tribune, January 17, 

1906).  The same week a huge snow slide in Big Cottonwood Canyon, a few miles 
north of Tyng‟s mine, buried mining equipment and nearly killed a miner.   (Deseret 

Evening News, January 24, 1906).  Just over the hill northeast of Tyng‟s mine, six miners 
were killed by a snow slide in Alta during the same week.    (Salt Lake Tribune, January 22, 

1906) 

 After having lunch in the bunkhouse with some of his workers, Tyng 

waded through the snow to do paperwork in his office just a few yards away.  It 
was a wooden shack about six by ten feet with just enough room to hold a chair, 
a desk, and a bit of storage space.  Earlier, Tyng had written his wife to say he 
planned to visit her in Victoria, Texas about the middle of January, but the severe 
weather had delayed his trip.  Had he gone to Texas, he would have postponed 
his rendezvous with the grim reaper.  While doing paperwork, Tyng heard 
something strange as thousands of tons of snow above him released and started 
their deadly slide, crashing through a few pine trees, and gathering still more 
snow in the descent.   He barely reached the door when a wall of snow 20 feet 
high engulfed the shack. Tyng and his office offered no resistance and were 
swept down hill and entombed under a mountain of snow.  One of his workers, 
Harry J. Krouse, also was buried partially by the slide, but he was able to free 
himself.  The calamity occurred about one-thirty in the afternoon on Friday, 
January 19.  (Salt Lake Herald, January 21, 1906) 

 In minutes, twenty-five frantic miners, hoping to rescue Tyng, stumbled 

and slid down the wake of the snow slide.  It took them more than two hours of 
desperate digging to locate and extract his mangled body.   They found him 
under an eight by eight-inch beam.   A nail in the beam had penetrated his skull, 
but he still clutched a pencil in his hand.  The wound, fortunately, killed him 
instantly.  It was dark by the time the exhausted miners lugged his body uphill to 
the camp. 

 Snow in the canyon was deep and wet.  Three of the miners strapped on 

snow shoes early the next morning to carry news of the tragedy to American Fork 
and to request transportation help.51  They realized it would be exhausting work 
to shuffle fifteen miles on snow shoes in foul weather.   (The Lehi Banner, January 25, 1906)  
They also knew it would be even more difficult for miners who followed them to 
drag Tyng‟s body on a make-shift toboggan.  The advance party reached the 
power plant near the mouth of the canyon and telephoned friends in American 
Fork requesting several sleighs and teams.   (Salt Lake Herald, January 21, 1906)  The 
exhausted miners and their helpers didn‟t reach town until about 9 p.m. where 
Tyng‟s body was stored in Grant‟s Hotel. 

 The funeral was delayed until his sons arrived from out-of-town, but his 

wife was too far away or too ill to attend.  The service was held in the 
Presbyterian Church in American Fork on the evening of the January 28.  The 
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 The three men in the advance party were H. J. Krouse, George Summerville, and James Duke.  
Ironically, Summerville, ironically, was killed by a snow slide in American Fork Canyon three 
years later (Keetch. p. 13). 
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small building overflowed with friends and well wishers.  Reverend Wildman (his 
real name) Murphy gave the sermon.  He titled his text, “A Prince among Men 
Has Fallen Today.” (Salt Lake Herald, January 31, 1906)

52 
 

 
 

Community Presbyterian Church, 
American Fork, 2008 

 Initially, plans were to bury Tyng in Victoria, Texas, but when his will was 

read, the family learned he wished to be buried on Miller Hill near a spot where 
he often sat smoking his pipe looking east and admiring the beautiful scenery.  It 
would have been easy to temporarily bury him in American Fork and then 
transport his body back up the canyon for re-burial during the summer.  Instead, 
several dozen men volunteered to use eight teams of horses to break a trail up 
the canyon for Tyng‟s coffin.  This heroic effort is a testament to the fervent 
loyalty and affection Tyng elicited from his workers.53  

 

 
 

Tyng Viewing Scenery 1905 

  Among the volunteers were my grandfather, Daniel E. Adams and Carl 

Nelson, both from Pleasant Grove.   It was backbreaking work.  I remember 
Granddad relating they dug through 23 snow slides going up the canyon, and 
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 Reverend Murphy was pastor of the congregation twice, from 1904 to 1914 and from 
1921-1926.  In 1984 the Community Presbyterian Church gained notoriety by being 
featured in the movie “Footloose” starring Kevin Bacon and John Lithgow.   (Yates) 
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 An additional motivation for breaking a trail up the canyon was to rescue eleven teams of 
horses that were snow bound there (Salt Lake Herald, January 17, 1906). 
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that a new slide only missed the group by about fifteen minutes.  It took them a 
couple of days slogging through the snow before reaching Dutchman Flat at the 
base of Miller Hill.  They then dragged the coffin two miles up the steep hill to the 
site where Tyng asked to be buried. 

 

                  
 

             Daniel E. Adams and      Carl A. Nelson 
                               Family, 1900 

 

On Kalamazoo Flat, near Tyng‟s burial site, the snow was 18 feet deep 

that winter, so it took workers some time to clear an area for the burial.  The 
ground was rocky and frozen, forcing workers to use explosives to blast a hole 
for the coffin.  About 50 people gathered in the deep snow at the burial site, 
including Tyng‟s miners, the group who lugged the body up the canyon, and also 
Reverend Murphy, who officiated at the burial.  Later Tyng‟s sons erected a white 
picket fence around the grave site. 

 

             
 

                               Tyng’s Gravesite 2008 
 
The spectacular summer view of Mineral Basin and the Pittsburg Lake 

area still captivates visitors to Tyng‟s gravesite.  It‟s readily understandable why 
the much- traveled miner felt at home there.  Wild flowers and sage brush now 
adorn his final resting place, a fitting memorial to a man who enjoyed the 
outdoors so much. 

A fitting epitaph for Tyng was left by Theo Nicholes, who worked in the 

Tyng Mine.  He remembered him as “one of the finest gentlemen I have ever 
met.  You could get a better meal in his boarding house than at the Hotel Utah.  
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He always paid from 75 cents to $1 more than the prevailing scale and got the 
best miners in the country.  There wasn‟t a one of us, who wouldn‟t work his 
head off for the old man.” (Martin)   

 

Aftermath 

Charles and Francis Tyng continued mining, and they were successful for a 

couple of years.  After extracting ore worth a total of about $600,000 over a four 
year period, the Tyng‟s third lease on the Arizona property expired on July 15, 
1908.  The owners of the mine, The Miller Company, decided to exploit the 
property on their own, but soon found the deposits were exhausted.  (James)  
Francis had earlier filed a claim further down the Miller Hill that was called the 
Texan Claim.  The two brothers formed the Texas Mining Company and invested 
a substantial sum in driving tunnels into this claim without finding any substantial 
deposits.  They lacked their father‟s touch. 
 

 
 

Charles Tyng (front center) and Miners 1906 

 George‟s three sons grew to be respected and successful.  His first son, 

Charles, studied engineering at Cornell University, helped his father mine, and 
then continued to live in Utah.54  He owned a warehouse and storage building on 
700 South in Salt Lake City and sold real estate.   He also continued to look for 
minerals on the Miller Hill through two ventures: the Texas Mining Company and 
the Whirlwind Consolidated Mining Company.  The Texas Company alone dug 
over 2,000 feet of tunnels without finding significant deposits.   (Olsen, Appendix)  
He became prominent in Salt Lake City.  Upon his death, an editorial in the local 
newspaper praised his contribution to the community and his support of roads in 
the state.  (The Deseret News, October 30, 1924).  A Mason, he was president of the Rotary 
Club and had been a leader in the Chamber of Commerce.   (The Deseret News, October 

29, 1924)    
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 He was born in Santa Barbara, California on May 18, 1870.  He died in Salt Lake City on 
October 29, 1924.  He was buried with other Masons in the Mt. Olivet Cemetery in Salt Lake City.  
Charles and his wife Vivian lived at 555 East South Temple in Salt Lake City. 
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Charles Tyng’s Warehouse and Home in Salt Lake City 

 Son number two, George McAlpine, became an oral surgeon and a 

Spanish-American War veteran.55  He married a woman from Victoria, Texas and 
ultimately died there.  His papers, along with those of his father, were deposited 
in the Victoria Regional History Center, Victoria College, in Victoria, Texas.  

 The third son, Francis Carrillo, continued to mine with his brother Charles 

for a time, but contracted tuberculosis.  His earlier interest in geology waned, and 
he didn‟t continue his Stanford education.  He left mining and received his A.B. 
degree from the University of Utah and his M.D. degree from Western Reserve 
University.  He served in the U.S. Medical Corps and retired as a Colonel.  He 
traveled widely during his service and died in San Francisco, California.56 
 

Summing Up 

George Tyng was one of those indefatigable individuals who tamed the west 

and helped it grow.  He was a risk taker who made and lost fortunes, much like 
his father.  Unlike his father, however, who made his living from the sea, George 
extracted a lot of his living from mining.  Along the way, he was a consummate 
entrepreneur who didn‟t flinch from trying his hand at editing a newspaper, being 
a lawman, and building a railroad.  No one can claim that George Tyng lived a 
routine life. 

 Memories of him lingered long after his death.  W. Dan Proctor, who was 

still mining on the Miller Hill in the 1980s, periodically painted the white picket 
fence around Tyng‟s grave.  He did this out of respect for the site because of the 
stories he had heard about the intrepid geologist.57  Those outdoor enthusiasts, 
who bounce their four-wheelers up the rocky road on Miller Hill and visit the 
remote, picket-fenced gravesite, unknowingly, share vicariously in a bit of Tyng‟s 
adventurous life. 
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 He was born in Santa Barbara, California on January 13, 1872.  He died in Victoria, Texas on 
March 2, 1950. 
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 He was born in Mexico City September 27, 1885. 
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 Article No. 41, White Deer Land Museum, s.v., http://www.pan-
tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html (accessed March 10, 2008).  

http://www.pan-tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html
http://www.pan-tex.net/EloiseLane/_41?_41.html


 33 

Bibliography 
 
 
Aldrich, Robert, Colonialism and Homosexuality, London: Routledge, 1993. 
 
Anthony of Padua, Brother, The Tyng Family in America, Poughkeepsie, New 

York: Marist Press, c1956. (L.D.S. Family History Library, Salt Lake City, 
Utah, film #1033942). 

 
Ball, Larry D., The United States Marshals of New Mexico and Arizona 

Territories, 1846-1912, Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, 
1978. 

 
Barr, Elinor, Silver Islet: Striking it Rich on Lake Superior, Ottawa: Natural 

Heritage, 1995. 
 
Burton, Richard F., City of the Saints, edited by Fawn M. Brodie, New York: 

Alfred A. Knopf, 1963, 
 
Calkins, F. C. and others, Geology and Ore Deposits of the Cottonwood-

American Fork Area, Utah,  U.S. Department of Interior Professional 
Paper No. 201, Washington D.C.: U.S. Government Printing Office, 1943. 

 
Conklin, Enoch, Picturesque Arizona: Being the Results of Travels and 

Observations in Arizona during the Fall and Winter of 1877, New York: 
Continent Stereoscopic Company of NY, 1878. 

 
Deseret Evening News, various issues. 
 
Ferguson, Niall, The House of Rothschild: The World‟s Banker, 1849-1999, New 

York: Peguin Books, 2000. 
 
George Tyng Papers (1879-1903), Victoria Regional History Center, Victoria 

College, Victoria, Texas. 
 
Glick, Edward B. “The Tehuantepec Railroad: Mexico‟s White Elephant,” Pacific 

Historical Review, Vol. XXII, 1953, pp. 373-382. 
 
Grant, A.R.C. and Caroline Combe (eds,), Lord Rosebery‟s North American 

Journal, 1873, London: Sidgwick & Jackson, 1967. 
 
Handbook of Texas Online, s.v., 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/TT/fty3.html (Accessed 
February 10, 2008). 

 

http://www.tshaonline.org/handbook/online/TT/fty3.html


 34 

Hanks, N. C., “George Tyng,” Men of The Rockies: People I Have Known in The 
Shadow of The Hills, Heber City, Utah : s.n., 1944, Chapter V, pp. 62-90. 

 
Hanks, N. C., Up From the Hills, Chicago: Hammond Press, 1921. 
 
“Interview of Dale Peterson,” John Hutchings Museum of Natural History, Lehi, 

Utah, July 1986. 
 
James, Laurence P., “George Tyng‟s Last Enterprise: A Prominent Texan and a 

Rich Mine in Utah,” Journal of the West, Vol. VIII, No. 3, July 1969, pp. 
429-437. 

 
Keetch, Fred, “Mining Developments in The American Fork Mining District,” 

unpublished paper, circa 1970. 
 
Lane Eloise, “The Man Who Named Pampa,” s.v., http://www.pan-

tex.net/usr/p/pampa-hist/ps01002.htm (Accessed February 7, 2008). 
 
Love, Frank, “Apache Fighter Both Revered and Reviled,” June 28, 2002 s.v., 

http://www.ymasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db=ymasun&id=19629 
(Accessed June 6, 2008). 

 
Love, Frank, “Gold Seekers Relied on Spiritualism,” March 16, 2006 s.v., 

http://www,yumasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db=yumasun&id=728 
(Accessed June 6, 2008). 

 
Love, Frank, ”Hot Summer Temperatures in Yuma Old Complaint,” August 3, 

2003 s.v., 
http://www.yumasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db+yumasun&id=596
9  (Accessed June 26, 2008). 

 
Love,  Frank, Mining Camps and Ghost Towns: A History of Mining in Arizona 

along the Lower Colorado, Los Angeles:Westerlore Press, 1974. 
 
McKenna, Neil, The Secret Life of Oscar Wilde, London: Century, 2003. 
 
Martin, Gail, “American Fork Stirs to New Life After Several Decades of Inactivity 

Bringing Back Memory of Early Days and Colorful Lives” Western Mineral 
Survey, October 2, 1931, p. 1. 

 
Miller, Char, “Shell Game,”  December 8, 2000.  s.v., http://www.texas 

sobserver.org/article.php?aid=664 (Accessed June 6, 2008). 
 
Niedringhaus, Lee I., “George Tyng: The Tragedies of the Blue Bird and Miller 

Mines,” White Deer Land Museum, article #101, Pampa. Texas, no date, 
s.v., http:///www.pan-tex.net (Accessed February 7, 2008). 

http://www.pan-tex.net/usr/p/pampa-hist/ps01002.htm
http://www.pan-tex.net/usr/p/pampa-hist/ps01002.htm
http://www.ymasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db=ymasun&id=19629
http://www,yumasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db=yumasun&id=728
http://www.yumasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db+yumasun&id=5969
http://www.yumasun.com/common/printer/view.php?db+yumasun&id=5969
http://www.pan-tex.net


 35 

 
Olsen, Beth R., American Fork Canyon, Pleasant Grove‟s Backyard, Pleasant 

Gove Sesquicentennial History, Vol. III, Provo, Utah: Stevenson‟s Supply, 
2007. 

 
Park Record. various issues. 
 
Prosser, William Lloyd, The Judicial Humorist:  A Collection of Judicial Opinions 

and Other Frivolities, Littleton, CO: Fred B. Rothman & Co, 1989, p. 236. 
 
Rangle, John W., Drummer Academy History, 1763-1963, Byfield, MA: Governor 

Drummer Academy, 1963. 
 
Romero, Matias, “The Tehuantepec Isthmus Railway, The Engineering Magazine 

Vol. VI. No. 6, March 1894, pp. 872-884. 
 
Rojas Rosales, Mtro. Armando, “Transporte Ferroviario en El Istmo de 

Tehuantepec, 1896-1913,”  s.v., 
http:///www.economia,unam.mx/amhe/memoria/simposio13/armando%20
Rojas%20 Rosales.pdf.  (Accessed March 27, 2008) 

 
Ruland-Thorne, Katie, Gold, Greed & Glory: The Territorial History of Prescott & 

the Verde Valley 1864-1912, Baltimore: Publish America, 2007. 
 
Ryan, George H. “Geology and Ore Deposits of Miller Hill, American Fork Mining 

District, Utah,  Salt Lake Mining Review, August 15, 1917. 
 
Salt Lake Herald, various issues. 
 
Salt Lake Tribune, various issues. 
 
Sides, Hampton, Blood and Thunder: The Epic Story of Kit Carson and the 

Conquest of the American West, New York: Anchor Books, 2006. 
 
Sheffy, Lester Fields, The Francklyn Land and Cattle Company: A Panhandle 

Enterprise, 1882-1957, Austin: University of Texas, 1963. 
 
Stauffer, Alan C., “Histories of American Fork Canyon,” unpublished manuscript, 

U.S. Forest Service, Pleasant Grove, Utah, September 3, 1971. 
 
Terry, Gibert Cunningham, “The Tehuantepec Railway of Mexico,” The 

Engineering Magazine, Vol. XXXII, No. 4, January 1907, pp. 535-550. 
 
Trimble, Marshall, Arizona: A Cavalcade of History, Tucson: Rio Nuevo 

Publishers, 2003. 
 

http://www.economia,unam.mx/amhe/memoria/simposio


 36 

Tyng, Charles, Before the Wind: The Memoir of An American Sea Captain, 1808-
1833, New York: Penguin Books, 2000. 

 
U. S. Forest Service, “Timpanogos Reflections: Mountains, Mining and Men –The 

Amazing Life of George Tyng,” Visitor Guide, Fall/Winter 2004. 
 
Utah County Recorder‟s Office, “Mining Records,” various volumes, Provo, Utah.  
 
Yates, Kenneth W. II, “A Pictorial History of Community Presbyterian Church, 

American Fork, Utah, 1877-2007.”  American Fork: unpublished 
manuscript, 2007. 

 
Yuma County Sheriff‟s Office, s.v., http://www.yuma county 

sheriff.org/SheriffsofYumaCounty.htm. (Accessed February 6, 2008). 
 
Walker, Alan and Shirley Devey Hatfield, Canyon Tails – Tales, American Fork, 

Utah: self published, 2007. 
 


